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SUBJECT : The K r i m  Belkacem T r i a l  and i t s  Impact on U. S. -Algerian Relat ions.  
I 
'REF 

r 
The Algerian Revolution Devours more of i t s  Children 

On Apr i l  7 t he  Revolutionary Court i n  Oran passed sentence on some 

1 60 persons accused of conspir ing a g a i n s t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of the Algerian 
1 s t a t e .  The most prominent Algerian on t r i a l  was Belkacem K r i m ,  h i s t o r i c  

f i g u r e  of the  Algerian r evo lu t ion ,  p r i n c i p a l  n e g o t i a t o r  of the  Evian 
agreements wi th  France,  and s ince  October 1967, head of the oopos i t i on  
GRA (Mouvement Democratique -- pour l e  ~ e n o u v e a u -  Algerien).  The Court 
sentenced Krim, Tamsaout Belkacem, and Amirat Slimane t o  dea th ,  t he  
former two i n  absen t i a .  17 of t he  60 defendents  were r epo r t ed ly  re leased  
The o t h e r s  rece ived  punishment ranging from l i f e  t o  suspended sentences.  
D e t a i l s  a r e  given i n  enclosure 1, an  account of  the  Court ' s  v e r d i c t  a s  
published i n  t he  Oran newspaper, La Republique. 

I 

Ser ious  Accusations of U.S. Complicity 

The high po in t  of the  t r i a l  was t h e  testimony of " s u r p r i s e  witness" 
Akli  Belahssen, one of Krim's top l i e u t e n a n t s ,  who few from Marse i l l e  
t o  Oran on Apr i l  5 i n  o rde r  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t he  Court. Belahssen, who --- 
sa id  he was i n  charge of e x t e r n a l  and p r e s s  a f f a i r s  f o r  t h e m ~ , " & $  
a s e r i e s  of s e r i o u s  accusa t ions  of USG involvement i n  Belkacem K r i m ' ~  

-," ---.-,..,.,--.. ~-.-.----...-...------...-.- -I-..-- ---*I.--....---.-- --... - ~, ..,,....-. 
%positionxa_n_i_zat_i-q. -- - - .- -. - - According t o  l o c a l  p r e s s  accounts .  he t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t :  

- Af te r  con tac t s  a t  the  American Embassy i n  P a r i s ,  American s e r v i c e s  
agreed to provide funds f o r  Belkacem K r i m ' s  oppos i t i on  movement. 

- Michel Leroy, a K r i m  agent ,  was received by a high S t a t e  Department 
o f f i c i h l  i n  Washington. 
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.d * 3 4 - c - American s e r v i c e s  provided bombs and explos ives  of a  kind - a 2 s 

"only a t  C I A  d i spos i t i on" ,  suggested the  t r a i n i n g  of commando teams 
'C u -2 x 

t o  des t roy  Algerian m i l i t a r y  a i r p o r t s ,  and approved a  new " d r a f t  0 
U 

cons t i t u t i on"  and l i s t  of p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o  form a  new government. 
2 c 
5 0 - + .  

D e t a i l s  of Belahssen 's  testimony a s  p r in t ed  i n  La Republique of 
Apr i l  6-7 a r e  given i n  Enclosure 2. Belahssen, by t h e  way, g o t  o f f  
with a  two-year suspended sentence. 

Impact on US-Algerian Rela t ions  
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, Algerian P re s iden t  Houari  Boumediene s en t  a  " d 
m c - . .\ 

V" 

message of condolences t o  P re s iden t  Nixon, the  f i r s t  communication ? 

L = + r - 
between the  GOA and the  USG a t  t h i s  l e v e l  s i n c e  t he  break of r e l a t i o n s  G -  - 
i n  June 1967. .j + .. 
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a t i o n  and t h a t  t h  g d  
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s e c r e t  s e r v i c e s  were a l s o  voiced a t  the  t r i a l .  Of course t he se  accusa- 
t i o n s  were much l e s s  p rec i s e .  The U.S. i s  s t i l l  t he  e a s i e s t  and b igges t  
scapegoat a v a i l a b l e  t o  Algeria .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  Oran t r i a l  served a  u s e f u l  
domestic purpose--to warn t h e  Algerian pub l i c  of the  harsh  punishment 
which the  GOA w i l l  mete ou t  t o  anyone involved i n  oppos i t i on  a c t i v i t i e s .  

For what i t  i s  worth, t he  Algerian p r e s s  made hay of Belahssen 's  
testimony f o r  two days a f t e r  the  t r i a l  ended. Then t h e  p r e s s  campaign 
was ab rup t ly  turned o f f - - a s  n e a t l y  a s  a  water  t ap .  

'*g.i-q@ --"i 

r e  of t h e  USG., Yaker made t h r e e  -wf I- -f-etq--e iUd a h ~ m y ~ y * - y y ~ ~  
T o i n t V  5 ---,-- ----*A" _--&&. --=-L.=.-:_lf- _i._i__i_ _i_i.,z_5=_..i_ ..A _ 
con tac t s  ~y m o s i t i o n  g r o q  wi th  C I A  and o t h e r  Americans,-. s i n c e  

ud-e--. "-" --=- & 7 m L - > - Z . A . & - a .  =&.=:=.: -.>--;-&.. . . ,..G>w4 

they w ~ F ~ @ M % T l ? T ~ f - l % m e ,  p iace ,  e t c .  ; 2) t h a t  t he se  
contac ts  took p lace  dur ing  t h e  Johnson admin i s t r a t i on  a ?erio= 
\ . . ,. - . .. .;-.- ---. .....-.. i ;.;..;,.a 
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nr' Alg ie r s  A-ll$\ 

s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  US-Algerian r e l a t i o n s ;  and 3) t h e  GOA never-$3 
looked forward w i th  much hope t o  t h e  a b s e n ~ ~ _ ~ , ~ ~ ] s ~ . ~ ~ f ~ d u r i ~ ~ & ~  
p x s e n t  American admin i s t r a t i on .  -- -.-- .", 

Yaker then made a  s p e c i a l  p o i n t  of r epea t i ng  t h e  language which he  
had used dur ing  t h e  December v i s i t  of Deputy A s s i s t a n t  Sec re t a ry  Quimby, 
Bureau of Af r i can  Affa f r s :  The GOA - -  w i l l  do a l l  t h a t  it ca n &impzaua, 
-+era1 r-e looks y&&&peLo,-aaa ..eeol_ur 
t ion-of t h e  Middle Eas t  and Vietnamese s i t u a t i o n s .  
b- ___--..--.-.c-.--..-rr,,,. *--.--- ---." . ---I'----- 
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